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I, increased registrations aod qoiekened teepo French electoral 


campaign: 


Over 1,200,000 new voters register set. 
m. Candidates are dreeing record creeds m record number Meetings. 
C. Poll indicates record SS* plea to rote. 

II. Basics Ilf three-cornered race - with espy ticket# end alliances 
competing for non-€ emeus ist vote ~ jruies eu^ possibility of 
real If stable majority . 

#4. Ccmeuaists* 

( l) Confident that alliances this tiie - unlike 1951 - 

sill be unable to deprive thee of seats commensurate 
with popular strength. 

C2> Playing up worker solidarity and pressing for left 


government . 


s. Reades-France Republican Frost. 


i Socialists, most Radicals and minority of ex-Gaullistu) 

( 1) Attack lag Right-Center 'stagnation." 

(2) Advocating parliamentary and electoral refora to 

strengthen executive 

(3) Aiming largely at protest votes which usually go to 


Communists . 


Trying also for you$ 
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0. faure-riaay coalition. 

popular republicans, conservatives* aloe of 

S.sde$N»itdests r FMMStti most e*-Gauli tsts; also 

right wish Sadienls) 

(X) Playing ap current prosperity and promt** of 
higher lie tag standards. 

(2) Aiming at Meades-f ranee youth following with 
<*»t in military service. 

(3> Also asking support for reform permitting easier 
dissolution of parliament. 

». Anti-tax rightists (Poojadista, mainly) running 
negative campaign against both Hen4es-Fraace and 
f sure candidates. 

Cl) So far not against Communists. 

C2) Their activity responsible for same violence 


so far. 


111. Contest net sees fcendea-r ranee bloc and Paure-Piaay confused 


because: 

A . gendes-Fxance and riaay very close ia basic ideology , 
differ lag only on method. 

3 . Both blocs include wide range of opinions. 

C. Formal platforms of two blocs very similar 

< 1) <Jnly clear issue separating them is state aid 

for church schools ( opposed by Hea4ee*Frnsce bloc.) 
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IV. Both P imay ana Me ranee pessimistic: 

J?inay fears lose of votes to anti-tax Candida* es, thus 
forcing use of proportional representation la «*«y 


areas a net giving seats to CostaQist*. 

S. Mendea—Fraace states privately hie Republican Front 


can hope for only about 1S0 seats. 

V. Both major noa-Coeasuaiat blocs vulnerable on Saar Issue; 

M . Meades-Fraase on failure of hie ’ festers European 
Union Solution. ‘ 


25X6 


C. But results of the bear Landtag elections <18 December) 
will help remove Bear as major electoral issue; 

Cl) Failure of pro-tie mao blocs to win 75% of 

Landtag reduces danger of stirring tip French 

pub) ic . 

Present moderate dear government will retain 

VI. 

A. Communists to gain up to 4E& seats, giving them about ~F#3. 


office until after French elections. 

a/ 

:imates, of 331 December, f 
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*, About 44# seats lor Moa<Jea~Fr*nc« ’ s Sc public* a frost, 

3*50 

C. About 4|72[) seats lor fraure-Pinay coalition. 

Cl) Largest galas lor Irina? * a independents; 

f’epea i -iesas •4ose~ aot a e »eata .| 

0*^3) Overall Gaul list streagtfe v 

t>, LstrcMe right lO. 



F. JO A lgerlaa^eeeta to he- £11 led later. 
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